
MILLCREEK, UTAH 
ORDINANCE NO. 26-02 

 
AN ORDINANCE ADDING A WATER PRESERVATION ELEMENT TO THE 

GENERAL PLAN PURSUANT TO UTAH CODE ANN. § 10-20-401 AND § 10-20-404  
 

WHEREAS, the Millcreek Council (“Council”) met in regular session on January 12, 
2026, to consider among other things, an ordinance adding a Water Preservation Element to the 
General Plan pursuant to Utah Code Ann. § 10-20-401 and § 10-20-404; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Council adopted the Millcreek Together General Plan in February 2019; 

and   
 
WHEREAS, Utah Code Ann. § 10-20-405 provides in part that the Council may make 

amendments to an adopted general plan; and  
 

WHEREAS, Utah Code Ann. § 10-20-405 also provides that the Council may not make 
any amendment to its general plan unless the amendment was first submitted to the planning 
commission for its recommendation; and 

 
WHEREAS, Utah Code Ann. § 10-20-405 also provides that the Council shall comply 

with the procedure specified in Utah Code Ann. § 10-20-204 in preparing and adopting an 
amendment to a general plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, Utah Code Ann. § 10-20-405 provides planning commission shall provide 

notice as required by Subsection 10-20-204(1)(a) and hold a public hearing on the proposed 
general plan amendment; and 

 
WHEREAS, Utah Code Ann. § 10-20-401 and § 10-20-404 require that municipalities 

include a water preservation element in a general plan that addresses the effect of land use on 
water demand and infrastructure, methods for reducing water consumption and demand for 
existing and future development, and outline opportunities for reducing water waste in municipal 
operations; and  
 

WHEREAS, on December 3, 2025, the required notice was published; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 10, 2025, the proposed amendment was submitted to the 

planning commission for its recommendation; and 
 
WHEREAS, on December 17, 2025, the planning commission held the required public 

hearing with respect to this general plan amendment; and 
 
WHEREAS, at the December 17, 2025 planning commission meeting, the Millcreek 

Planning Commission recommended approval of the proposed general plan amendment; and  
 



WHEREAS, the Millcreek Code of Ordinances, provides among other things, that before 
finally adopting any such general plan amendment, the Council shall consider the application 
during a public meeting which has been properly noticed in compliance with the provisions of 
Title 52, Chapter 4, of the Open and Public Meetings Act; and 

 
WHEREAS, on January 7, 2026, the Council caused the required notice to be given; and 

   
WHEREAS, on January 12, 2026, the Council considered the general plan amendment 

during a public meeting; and 
 
WHEREAS, Council finds that it is in the best interest of the residents of Millcreek to 

adopt a Water Preservation element to the General Plan pursuant to Utah Code Ann. § 10-20-401 
and § 10-20-404, and as recommended by the Planning Commission. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council that the addition of a Water 

Preservation element to the Millcreek General Plan is hereby amended pursuant to Utah Code 
Ann. § 10-20-401 and § 10-20-404, as recommended by the Planning Commission, and as shown 
in Exhibit A to this ordinance.   
 
This Ordinance, assigned Ordinance No. 26-02, shall take immediate effect as soon as it shall be 
published or posted as required by law and deposited and recorded in the office of the City’s 
recorder.  
  

PASSED AND APPROVED this 12th day of January, 2026. 
 
 

 
MILLCREEK COUNCIL 

 
By:______________________________ 

Cheri Jackson, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________________ 
Elyse Sullivan, City Recorder 

Roll Call Vote: 
 
                Jackson       Yes    No 

Catten  Yes    No 
DeSirant  Yes    No 
Handy  Yes    No 
Uipi  Yes    No 
 
 
 
 



CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 
 

I, the duly appointed recorder for Millcreek, hereby certify that:  
ORDINANCE 26-02: AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A WATER PRESERVATION 
ELEMENT TO THE GENERAL PLAN PURSUANT TO UTAH CODE ANN. § 10-20-401 
AND § 10-20-404 was adopted the 12th day of January 2026 and that a copy of the foregoing 
Ordinance 26-02 was posted in accordance with Utah Code 10-3-711 this ____ day of January, 
2026.  
_________________________  
Elyse Sullivan, City Recorder  



EXHIBIT “A” 
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WATER USE & PRESERVATION ELEMENT 

SUBCHAPTER 3.8: WATER USE & PRESERVATION ELEMENT

Utah is home to the incredible Great Salt Lake as well as many freshwater lakes, rivers, and creeks, however, fast 

population growth and the arid Utah climate create a water scarcity issue that poses a serious threat to Utah’s 

environment and economy. Preserving and protecting water helps ensure long-term sustainability, helps support 

local ecosystems, and secures reliable water for generations to come.

3.8.1 THE IMPORTANCE OF WATER PESERVATION IN MILLCREEK

In 2022, the Utah State Legislature adopted 
S.B. 110, which requires that all municipalities, 
including Millcreek, include a water preservation 

element in their general plan. This plan intends 
to formally integrate water use and preservation 
planning into Millcreek’s long-term development 
and maintenance strategies. Millcreek and its 
residents have shown year after year they care 
about preserving water and treating it as a precious 
resource, and this plan aims to continue those 
efforts into the near future and beyond. 

Required components of the plan include: 

•	 Effect of permitted development on water 
demand and infrastructure 

•	 Methods for reducing water demand and per 
capita consumption for future development 

•	 Methods for reducing water demand and per 
capita consumption for existing development 

•	 Opportunities to modify operations to 
eliminate or reduce conditions that waste 
water
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3.8.2 TRENDS

Millcreek’s Current Water Profile
Where does Millcreek get its water? Millcreek 
does not operate its own water system. Instead, 
multiple water providers and businesses work 
together to provide water to residents throughout 
the city. These water providers manage the 
infrastructure, deliver water, and charge residents. 
These providers have an essential role in setting 
long-term water conservation goals so that 
Millcreek will have reliable water for years to 
come. The water providers are shown in the map 
to the right and are listed below: 

•	 Salt Lake City Public Utilities (SLCDPU). The 
largest portion of Millcreek residences and 
businesses receives their water from Salt 
Lake City Public Utilities. This water provider 
serves not only Millcreek but also serves Salt 
Lake City and other municipalities in the area. 
For more information on SLCDPU, see their 
conservation plan found on their website.

•	 Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District 
(JVWCD). The second largest portion of 
Millcreek residences and businesses receives 
their water from the Jordan Valley Water 
Conservancy District. This district serves both 
wholesale and retail water to a number of 
communities throughout the Salt Lake Valley. 
For more information on JVWCD, see their 
conservation plan found on their website.

•	 Holliday Water Company. A small, but not 
insignificant, portion of Millcreek is served 
by Holliday Water Company. This company 

mainly serves Holladay City but serves some 
Millcreek residents as well. Holliday Water 
Company gets some of its water through 
SLCDPU, and some of its water from its own 
sources. 

•	 Boundary Spring Water Company. As a 
small-scale water provider, Boundary Spring 

Water Company serves about 150 homes in 
Millcreek. 

•	 Murray City Water. Murray City primarily 
serves water to its own residents to the 
southwest of Millcreek. A handful of 
properties within Millcreek are also served 
by Murray City Water. 

FIGURE NO.
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WATER USE & PRESERVATION ELEMENT 

How is water currently used in Millcreek? 
In 2024, the population in Millcreek was 
approximately 64,913. Within the SLCDPU service 
area, the residential population makes up over 
75% of annual water use. Other areas in the 
city may see higher water use from industrial 
or commercial users, but overall, the majority 
of water use in Millcreek is from residential 
customers. 

How much water does Millcreek currently 
use? Residents in Millcreek use water at home, 
at work, and recreationally. Gallons per capita 
per day (GPCD) is the standard way to measure 
water use for an area based on population and is 
a common practice among water professionals. 
Current water demand trends from the SLCDPU 
conservation plan show that water sales in the 
Millcreek service area are approximately 208 
GPCD. This means that in 2024, water sales within 
Millcreek were approximately 15,100 acre-feet.  

Since water is supplied by multiple water service 
providers, data received about water usage within 
the Millcreek service area varied in accuracy 
and specificity. Due to this, it is likely that the 
average consumption is lower than 208 GPCD.

Besides drinking it, how is water consumed? 
Water usage can be split into indoor and 
outdoor use. Indoor water consumption stays 
consistent throughout most of the year, while 
outdoor water usage increases dramatically in 
the summer months of May through September. 
Specific land uses such as residential, industrial, 
and commercial all have different consumption 
patterns when looking at indoor and outdoor 
usage. 

The figure below shows the use of water split 
between outdoor usage (green) and indoor usage 
(blue) for an average single family residence in the 
SLCDPU service area. This figure is taken from the 
2020 Salt Lake City Water Conservation Plan.

Low density single household residences have 
the highest amount of outdoor water consumption 
of all land use types. The figure below shows 
the average household water usage for a single 
residence. This data is taken from the 2020 Salt 
Lake City Water Conservation Plan and gives a 
general idea of water consumption practices in 

the SLCDPU service area.

Uses such as industrial and commercial frequently 
have higher indoor consumption and significantly 
lower outdoor consumption due to a frequent lack 
of significant outdoor landscaping associated with 
these uses. 

Based on data provided by SLCDPU, water 
consumption within the Millcreek service area 
between 2020 and 2024 averaged around 78% 
residential use, 12% commercial use, and 10% 
industrial use.
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Where does Millcreek’s water come from? As 
previously discussed, Millcreek relies on multiple 
water providers for its water. Our water comes 
from rivers, creeks, wells, and springs, all over 
the Salt Lake Valley. To find additional details 
on water sources and infrastructure that serve 
residents, the first step is to identify the correct 
water provider by looking at the “Water Providers” 
figure within this report or by visiting the State 
of Utah’s Department of Environmental Quality’s 
water system search website. After identifying 
the applicable water provider, the second step is 
to read the water provider’s “Water Conservation 
Plan” to get the desired details. 

Future Water Requirements in Millcreek
What does Millcreek’s future water use look like? 
Do we have enough water for our community?

What is Millcreek’s water demand without 
conservation? The population of Millcreek is 
projected to increase relatively steadily, and 
will be about 77,200 people by 2050. Most 
of this growth is expected to occur through 
increasing residential density. Because Millcreek 
is essentially built out, our projected growth is 
significantly smaller than other communities in 
Utah. If water use patterns and per-capita water 
use remains the same as it is right now, the total 
annual water sales will increase to about 19,000 
acre-feet by 2060. 

What is Millcreek’s projected water demand 
with conservation? To meet the requirements 
of Millcreek’s water providers, conservation is 
required. To meet the goals within SLCDPU’s 
conservation plan, Millcreek needs to drop 
its usage by 2.9%, 8.4%, and 18.7% by 2030, 
2040, and 2060 respectively. This equates to 
a reduction from 208 GPCD to 202 GPCD by 
2030 and 169 GPCD by 2060 in order to meet 
the plan’s requirements for conservation. Based 
on these per-capita water use values, the total 
annual demand needs to be no more than 15,300 
acre-feet by 2060. The figure to the left shows 
Millcreek’s projected population and water use. 

Do we have enough water for our future? As 
discussed above, Millcreek does not manage its 
own water supply but rather supports its water 
suppliers in meeting their goals and requirements. 
Subsequently, it is not possible to define an exact 
supply for Millcreek as growth and conservation 
in other parts of the water suppliers’ service areas 
will affect overall water availability. To mitigate 
this uncertainty, Millcreek staff is in constant 
communication with the two major water suppliers 
– Salt Lake City Public Utilities and Jordan Valley 
Water Conservancy District. Both SLCDPU and 
JVWCD have stated that, as long as Millcreek 
meets the water conservation goals set and 
discussed within this planning document, and 
future growth does not exceed the projections 
contained here, there will be reliable water for 
Millcreek into the future.  

The figure illustrates, that while the population 
steadily increases over time, Millcreek’s total 
annual water use is projected to increase by only 
200 acre-feet between 2024 and 2060 as a 

SOURCE: BOWEN COLLINS & ASSOCAITES
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result of conservation efforts. In order to meet the 
requirements of the water providers and secure 
water for the future, these conservation efforts 
must be successful in reducing water demands. 
As detailed below, Millcreek has already been 
making progress.
 

3.8.3 VISION & PRINCIPLES

Since incorporation, Millcreek has worked 
with residents and new developments to 
design water efficient landscaping and 

watering standards. Because Millcreek is not 
a water provider, it can be difficult to manage 
water usage. However, through incentives and 
landscape reviews, existing homeowners and new 
developments have been much more focused 
on landscaping and water practices that reduce 
overall consumption of water. 

How is Millcreek Managing 
Outdoor Water Usage?
Outdoor water consumption is one of the drivers 
of demand in Millcreek. Reducing outdoor water 
usage through better landscape standards, 
smarter infrastructure, and more rigorous 
efficiency standards is a key way to reduce 
Millcreek’s overall water consumption now and 
into the future. 
 
Waterwise landscaping for current and new 
development 
In 2023, Millcreek updated its landscaping 
standards to align with modern waterwise 
standards set out by the Central Utah Water 

Conservancy District. These standards apply 
for new development and allow existing 
developments to be altered in ways that maximize 
water preservation.  

Since adopting these standards, Millcreek 
has seen businesses and private residences 
remove high water landscaping and replace it 
with waterwise plantings that mimic the natural 
environment in terms of water use, plant selection, 
and biodiversity. Prior to the ordinance’s adoption, 
Millcreek’s landscape standards did not permit 
modern waterwise standards, so residents could 
not participate in rebate programs for replacing 
their water intensive landscaping. 

The updated standards follow the best practices 
to reduce water usage and waste while 
allowing homeowners and businesses to still 
have landscaping that fits their needs. All new 
development must meet these standards and 
redevelopment over certain sizes must also 
comply with these standards. 

Water Efficiency 
Millcreek’s landscaping code requires water 
efficient irrigation systems for new landscape 
projects. These standards outline how and when 
to use drip emitters versus overhead sprinklers 
and operational procedures for each. There are 
also standards for automatic controllers, valves, 
pressure regulation, and use on slopes above 30 
percent. New watering systems must achieve a 
minimum efficiency of 75 percent for fixed spray 
systems and 70 percent distribution efficiency for 
rotor systems. 

Turfgrass  
Turfgrass that is allowed to be installed has been 
significantly reduced for new developments within 
the city. Commercial, manufacturing, institutional, 
and public properties are prohibited from installing 
turfgrass. Mixed use and mixed household 
developments are prohibited from installing 
turfgrass for ornamental or aesthetic uses, but are 
allowed to install turfgrass for recreation facilities 
and sports fields. Single and two household homes 
are currently permitted to install turfgrass so long 
as it meets the LocalScape design standards found 
in the landscape standards. 

Hydrozones  
Millcreek’s landscape standards 
also include planting standards for 
plants with similar water needs. This 
section is broken up into different 
“hydrozones” based on the frequency 
of watering. The hydrozone standard 
ensures that low water plants are used 
correctly and grouped to prevent over 
or under watering of plants on a site. 
As the needed frequency of watering 
increases, there is a limit outlined 
that no more than 10 percent of plant 
material may fall into the highest water 
use hydrozone. 
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How is Millcreek Currently Working 
to Preserve Water?
Millcreek currently uses multiple strategies to 
ensure water is preserved for current and future 
generations. Landscaping standards, land use, 
and water savings programs are some of the ways 
Millcreek works to ensure water is used efficiently 
and that residents can use incentives to better 
preserve their own water.
 
Land Use 
Land use is one of the biggest tools when it 
comes to preserving the future of water in 
Millcreek. According to the Utah Growing Water 
Smart guidebook, published by Western Resource 
Advocates, the density of development can play a 
large role in per capita water consumption. Higher 
density developments (3-8 units per acre) tend 
to use less water per capita due to less outdoor 
landscaping and less water leakage from water 
delivery systems. 

There are two areas in Millcreek where a 
majority of new higher density development is 
slated, in the Millcreek City Center, and in the 
Meadowbrook area near 3900 S and Main Street. 

The Millcreek City Center, located near the 
intersections of 1300 E and 3300 S, and Highland 
Drive and 3300 S, consists of a mix of higher 
density residential buildings, civic services, 
and commercial businesses. The Millcreek City 
Center Master Plan can be found  on the Millcreek 
website.

VEGETATION

Low Impact Development (LID):  
Low Impact Development is required for new 
developments in Millcreek, especially when 
bordering parking lots or areas with impervious 
surfaces. LID consists of incorporating rain 
gardens, swales, and bioswales to reduce water 
waste. These types of infrastructure allow for 
water to permeate the soil and return to the 
aquifer. Examples of these can be seen to the 
right.

Bioswales. Bioswales are vegetated swales 
planted with various plant species that can 
tolerate occasional water inundation and serve to 
transport, store, and allow water infiltration. 

Rain Gardens. Rain gardens are small, shallow, 
depressions planted with a variety of native or 
ornamental plants that can treat small amounts of 
runoff to improve water quality.

Grassed Swales. Grassed swales are designed to 
convey water over the ground’s surface to a point 
of disposal and serve to slow water flow, allowing 
some particulates to drop out before the water 
reaches the disposal point.
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The Meadowbrook area, which is located 
west of State Street, has seen significant new 
development in the last ten years. A majority of 
the new development has been high density 
residential. Newly adopted station area plans that 
cover this area call for increased density and new 
infrastructure to help spur more development in 
the area. The Meadowbrook area is described in 
more detail through out this document, specifically 
on page 52.

Utah Water Savers  
Millcreek’s code allows for residents to participate 
in rebate programs laid out and operated by the 
Utah Water Savers program. Waterwise landscape 
standards and the inclusion of LocalScapes 
language in code allows for residents to alter their 
private property, residential or commercial, in line 
with the requirements outlined by the Utah Water 
Savers Program.

Rain Barrel Sales 
Every year, Millcreek and surrounding 
communities have participated in Utah River 
Councils RainHarvest program that helps 
residents obtain rain barrels at reduced prices. 
Rain barrels are a great way for residents 
to practice water preservation on their own 
property without the need for costly property 
improvements. Rain harvesting was legalized in 
Utah in 2010 and residents are allowed to harvest 
2,500 gallons of rain water per year. This program 
allows for residents to purchase rain barrels for 
$85 instead of the market rate of $155 per barrel.

Current Landscaping & Water Use  
Ordinances  
Millcreek’s landscape standards were created 
with waterwise concepts included throughout. 
In 2023, Millcreek adopted new landscape 
standards in its zoning code that apply to new 
development and redevelopment within the 
city. This chapter of landscape standards was 
created with help from the Central Utah Water 
Conservancy District to ensure that the standards 
balance water savings and plant viability.  

Rebates and programs that incentivize 
waterwise landscaping have helped residents 
and businesses switch to better landscapes 
that reduce outdoor water consumption. These 
rebates and programs help with costs associated 
with replacing landscaping and explain how 
and why these waterwise landscapes work. An 
example of a waterwise park strip can be seen to 
the right.

SOURCE: JORDAN VALLEY WATER CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT
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Newsletters & Outreach:  
For years, Millcreek has been diligent in getting 
the word out about water preservation to 
residents in the city. Through social media, 
e-newsletters, and print newsletters, Millcreek 
has been regularly informing property owner 
and residents on how to reduce their water 
consumption. Articles discuss the rain barrel 
program discussed above, waterwise tips and 
ideas, and classes about reducing water waste in 
the park strip. 
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Water Provider Outreach 
Since Millcreek has multiple water providers, 
coordination and cooperation with them is 
key to ensuring long term water availability for 
residents. A large majority of the culinary water 
in Millcreek is provided by SLCDPU, and JVWCD. 
As part of the creation of this plan, Millcreek staff 
met with officials representing both providers 
and discussed future projects, current system 
demands, and their respective conservation plans. 

Millcreek also sent out questionnaires to 
all culinary and secondary water providers 
asking what challenges they each face and 
what Millcreek can do to help their respective 
conservation goals. In total, Millcreek sent out 11 
questionnaires to the culinary water providers and 
canal companies that serve Millcreek. Of these 
questionnaires, Millcreek staff only received four 
back, two from canal companies and two from 
culinary providers. 

The canal companies that responded cited aging 
infrastructure and new development as their 
largest concerns going forward. Many of these 
canal companies have older infrastructure that 
can leak and create issues getting water to share 
holders. Upgrading this infrastructure to maintain 
water deliveries to their existing water share 
holders was the main goal stated by the two 
companies that responded.

Holliday Water and JVWCD responded to the 
questionnaire as well. In JVWCD’s response, 
they outlined their contingency plans, efficiency 
standards, and their overall confidence that 
they will be able to continue to serve a growing 
population in the valley so long as efficiency 
standards are upheld. Currently, they serve 

780,000 residents with the ability to add an 
additional 420,000 by 2065. Staff also met 
JVWCD officials at City Hall to discuss further 
preservation measures that JVWCD are pursuing 
and how they interface with Millcreek policies and 
ordinances.

Holliday Water is a much smaller water provider 
that does not have the same capacity and 
distribution network of utility providers such as 
JVWCD and SLCDPU. The area they serve is 
largely built out and new development that takes 
place will be more dense than most of the existing 
development in the area. The increase in density 
will strain their existing infrastructure as it has 
been laid out and built for low density land use.

SLCDPU did not respond with a filled out 
questionnaire, but rather met with staff to discuss 
their system, issues Millcreek faces, and other 
considerations to take into account when planning 
for better water preservation. Ongoing meetings 
between SLCDPU and Millcreek Planning & 
Public Works Departments occur monthly. These 
meetings allow SLCDPU and Millcreek to discuss 
changes to infrastructure, system upgrades, and 
preservation measures.

Creating a Water Education Program 
There are many ways for existing and future 
water users in Millcreek to save water. The 
Utah Regional Municipal and Industrial Water 
Conservation Goals Report recommends a 
variety of water conservation practices that 
both residents and city governments can use. 
Millcreek also has a water conservation guide 
accessible to the public on the website that 
provides direction on good water use practices. 

Millcreek educates its residents on many of these 
practices already, however, there is still room for 
growth. Millcreek plans to formalize its education 
program by incorporating the following measures 
into the City’s schedule: 

•	 Highlight Water Providers in City 
Newsletters. Millcreek sends a printed 
monthly newsletter and a weekly 
e-newsletter to residents and subscribers. 
Articles that highlight water providers will be 
featured twice per year.  

•	 Hold an Annual Waterwise Seminar.  
Millcreek has had immense success with 
attendance at Millcreek Common and City 
Hall, in part due to its engaged and active 
population. Millcreek has created a goal 
to schedule an annual waterwise seminar 
at the City Hall with open admission to all 
residents. Jordan Valley Water Conservancy 
District Conservation Garden would be 
an ideal fit to lead the seminar. This will 
allow residents to learn about the guiding 
principles discussed above and how they 
can implement waterwise practices within 
their communities and at their homes. 

•	 Have Continued Engagement at 
Community Events. When practical, 
Millcreek staff will continue to set up 
educational booths at community events. 
Staff at the booths will be prepared with 
resources and information for residents that 
pass by. Staff can also use these booths 
to gather feedback from residents on how 
well water preservation is being handled at 
throughout the city. 
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How can Millcreek Residents 
Preserve Water? 
Water preservation takes many forms such as 
reducing overall water usage, changing habits, 
and planning smarter outdoor areas. While some 
actions will have more impact than others, all 
practices focused on water preservation help 
reduce demand on our water systems.

Reducing outdoor water consumption is the 
easiest way for Millcreek residents to reduce 
their water consumption footprint. Other 
strategies work as well, however, outdoor water 
consumption is by far the largest user of water 
that most residents can change.

Indoor & Outdoor Water Use Guidelines
Indoor water saving strategies: 

•	 Fix and stop leaks from pipes, sinks, and 
toilets. 

•	 Only run full laundry loads. 

•	 Only run the dishwasher when full. 

•	 Reduce shower times. 

•	 Turn off water connections when out of town 
and during winter. 

•	 Do not let the water run when brushing teeth, 
cleaning dishes, or shaving. 

•	 Install low water usage fixtures (toilets, sinks, 
appliances, etc.). 

Outdoor water saving strategies: 

•	 Remove high water consumption plants and 
plantings (grass, non-native species, etc.). 

•	 Install drip emitters and low flow watering 
devices. 

•	 Water outdoor plants at ideal times to reduce 
evaporation. 

•	 Use mulch where possible to retain soil 
moisture. 

•	 Install smart water meters. 

•	 Install smart controllers for sprinklers. 

•	 Cover pools and hot tubs to reduce  
evaporation. 

Participating in Regional Collaboration: 
Millcreek is already actively participating in 
regional collaboration with its water providers and 
canal companies. The landscape code is a major 
part of this collaboration. Millcreek intends to have 
its primary water providers, JVWCD & SLCDPU, 
and the State’s Division of Water Resources, 
review its code periodically and recommend 
changes as needed.  

Another major part of regional collaboration is 
the endorsement of water rates. Water rates can 
play a key role in conservation. For example, a 
tiered water rate charges more per gallon of water 
the more water is used. This encourages lower 
water use per customer because the less water is 
used, the less expensive it is per gallon. Both of 
Millcreek’s primary water providers, JVWCD and 
SLCDPU, have recently implemented conservation 
minded rate structures. By endorsing these rates 
and educating its residents on the importance of 
conservation minded rates, Millcreek can help 
explain the need for increasing costs. 

Improving Government Facilities: 
As Millcreek grows, government facilities will need 
to be constructed, retrofitted, and upgraded to 
respond to the changing needs of residents and 
the changing environment. Government buildings 
and facilities need to be water efficient and 
employees need to understand the importance of 
water preservation now and into the future. 

Currently, the parks in Millcreek are largely 
managed by Salt Lake County Parks and 
Recreation. This means that Millcreek does not 
always have the opportunity to make these 
changes, however, as new parks are created, 

Millcreek can ensure they are built to waterwise 
standards. Although the County manages many of 
Millcreek’s parks, water efficiency upgrades have 
already been done by the County on some parks 
within the county park system.

New city buildings will incorporate waterwise 
landscaping and use smart meters to help monitor 
water consumption. Having separate meters 
for indoor and outdoor consumption may help 
Millcreek track where and how water is being 
used for government facilities. 

Best indoor water use practices should also be 
common place in government facilities. To achieve 
this, there will need to be regular training during 
city all staff meetings about water usage. The 
same all staff meetings can discuss waterwise 
practices for employees personal property as well. 
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3.8.4 GOALS & STRATEGIES

The Millcreek Together General Plan already 
outlines multiple goals that pertain to 
sustainability and preservation. These 

goals have helped shaped policy, code, and 
perspectives about water and land usage in 
Millcreek. Listed below are just a handful of the 
goals outlined in the existing plan that pertain to 
water usage and preservation:

•	 SUSTAINABILITY. GOAL E-7: Promote 
environmentally sustainable efforts and 
initiatives in the public and private sector.

•	 ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY. GOAL 
HE-5: Promote sustainable practices in the 
preservation, development, and maintenance 
of Millcreek’s natural and built environments.

•	 AIR AND WATER. GOAL HE-6: Implement 
standards, policies, and practices that 
encourage and support enhanced air and 
water quality.

These goals, along with others, have helped 
Millcreek make smart choices when it comes to 
water preservation before the state legislature 
required such measures. New goals are also 
needed to ensure Millcreek can meet its 
preservation goals outlined in this planning 
document.

REFINE. GOAL W-1: Continue to refine 
and enhance Millcreek’s vision for 
protecting water resources.

•	 Strategy 1.1: Develop a portfolio of 
recommended waterwise standards for new 
and redevelopment based on State water use 
recommendations, Water Utility Conservation 
Plans, and City specific needs. 

•	 Strategy 1.2: Establish a regular review of this 
plan to ensure Millcreek is meeting its goals 
and properly implementing the proposed 
measures. Update the plan in accordance 
with changes to water providers conservation 
plans and Millcreek’s population growth.

•	 Strategy 1.3: Improve water quality and reduce 
water contamination of storm water runoff. 
Work with the Public Works Department to 
ensure storm water runoff is free and clear of 
pollutant and detritus.

COOPERATE. GOAL W-2: Promote 
cooperative regional practices for 
water use and conservation.

•	 Strategy 2.1: Endorse the concepts and ideas 
outlined in the water conservation plans of 
Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District and 
Salt Lake City Department of Public Utilities by 
using the data and goals to create outreach 
and educational material. 

•	 Strategy 2.2: Engage in regular collaboration 
with water utilities and Utah DWR to 
ensure Millcreek is up to date on any water 

preservation measures or updates to laws and 
policies. 

•	 Strategy 2.3: Work closer with SLCDPU to 
gain better representation and data from 
Millcreek’s largest water provider.

UPDATE. GOAL W-3: Update and 
implement water conservation 
measures that address local needs and 
minimize unnecessary consumption of 
water resources.

•	 Strategy 3.1: Identify what waterwise policies 
are working well and identify areas that could 
be improved by collaborating with various 
institutions in Millcreek, including applicable 
water providers, Salt Lake County Parks 
and Recreation, School Districts, Churches, 
Canal and Irrigation Companies, etc. Upgrade 
existing outdoor public water infrastructure to 
reduce waste and over consumption.

•	 Strategy 3.2: Gather feedback from Millcreek 
residents on their perspectives on water 
use in Millcreek and make changes and 
improvements to water policies as needed. 

•	 Strategy 3.3: Work to create a tree 
planting program to help with cooling, 
evapotranspiration, and heat islands around 
Millcreek. Educate residents on how to 
effectively water trees to bolster Millcreek’s 
tree canopy. 
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EDUCATE. GOAL W-4: Educate 
residents and officials on ways 
to reduce water consumption 
and increase water preservation 
awareness.

•	 Strategy 4.1: Establish recurring water 
education programs that are open to the 
public to inform residents and officials on 
best practices for waterwise landscaping and 
maintenance.

•	 Strategy 4.2: Formalize a water education 
program in partnership with water providers 
and the Utah DWR

•	 Strategy 4.3: Continue to use the Millcreek 
printed and e-newsletter to pass on 
information about waterwise programs, 
rebates, and water preservation.

•	 Strategy 4.4: Promote the use of the Report-A-
Concern feature on Millcreek’s website to alert 
Millcreek to broken water infrastructure, over 
watering, and water waste.
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